
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
It is probable that Wallis Willis, a formerly enslaved African American recently freed from his Choctaw 

master, wrote this song soon after 1865 in what is now Choctaw County, Oklahoma. The lyrics may refer to the 
Underground Railroad—a network of people, safe houses and secret routes (the sweet chariot) that helped 
enslaved African Americans escape to freedom in the north. 
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