
This Little Light of Mine
This African American spiritual became an anthem of the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s 

through the influence of activists Fannie Lou Hamer, Zilphia Horton and others. Though it may have been 
written by Harry Dixon Loes in the 1920s as a children’s song, it has become an American folk classic. In 1939, 
folklorist John Lomax encountered and recorded the song at the Goree State Farm near Huntsville, Texas. 
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